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Prerequisites
Registered for MKGB90 Technical Foundations of Digital Media and Digital Design 15 ECTS cr and
MKGB91 Digital Analysis Methods 15 ECTS cr, or equivalent

Learning Outcomes
Upon completion of the course, students should be able to:
- differentiate between different categories of data with regard to ownership, accessibility, and the
interests of different actors,
- identify and describe ethical and policy-based frameworks that apply to data analysis in academic
and organisational settings,
- critically discuss and develop considered solutions to problematic cases of data analysis with a focus
on issues of ethics and power,
- reflect on the relationship between data, ethics, and society in terms of privacy and surveillance, data
and discrimination, the social contruction of data, biases of algorithms, and the intrumentalisation of
statistics, and
- evaluate organisational and social frameworks of data analysis with regard to furthering diversity,
equality, inclusion, sustainability and fairness.

Content
The course deals with critical and ethical issues arising from the use and interpretation of data in
academic and organisational contexts. It blends social and historical perspectives with case examples
to help students develop a workable understanding of current ethical issues in data analysis. Students
are acquainted with discourses concerning bias in socio-technical systems, algorithmic openness and
accountability, ideologies of data, information asymmetries and the current political economy of data.



Frameworks, concepts, and theories as well as professional guidelines are introduced in order for the
students to appreciate the perspectives of multiple actors involved in data analysis and understand how
data are socially constructed. A central concern of the course is how the benefits of data analysis can
be mobilised beyond notions of efficiency, automation and rationalisation in order to advance a more
democratic and sustainable development of society.

Reading List
See separate document.

Examination
Assessment is based on a group assignment, which is presented in writing and orally at a mandatory
seminar, on an individually written hand-in assignment, on a written exam, as well as on the group
performance as peer reviewers of another group's project, both orally and in writing.

Grades
One of the grades Distinction (VG), Pass (G) or Fail (U) is awarded in the examination of the course.

Quality Assurance
Follow-up relating to learning conditions and goal-fulfilment takes place both during and upon
completion of the course in order to ensure continuous improvement. Course evaluation is partly based
on student views and experiences obtained in accordance with current regulations and partly on other
data and documentation. Students will be informed of the result of the evaluation and of any measures
to be taken.

Course Certificate
A course certificate will be provided upon request.

Additional information
The local regulations for studies at the Bachelor and Master levels at Karlstad University stipulate the
obligations and rights of students and staff.


	Syllabus

